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43
Stephen Esson 
Penguin Random House 
2018 rank 44 U P

WHY Group publishing operations 
director and keen cyclist Esson has 
spent 2019 building relationships with 
suppliers across Europe, India, China 
and Australia, something colleagues 
say he is very good at "as a competent 
and efficient leader". Meanwhile, parent 
firm Bertelsmann’s strongest H1 results in 12 
years were attributed in part to a hugely 
successful year for PRH, boosted by sales of 
Michele Obama’s memoir Becoming as well 
as a number of acquisitions. 

42
Andrew Jones 
Stephens & George 
2018 rank 43 U P

WHY It’s been a busy year for chairman 
and group managing director Andrew 
Jones, who celebrated his 40th year in 
the business in 2019. He is described 
by a colleague as a man of integrity. Jones 
has overseen further company expansion 
during 2019 with an extension to its Merthyr 
Tydfil site ahead of the firm’s second push-
to-stop Heidelberg Speedmaster install. All 
that topped off with Wales winning the Six 
Nations Grand Slam!

41
Mark Gibbons 
William Gibbons & Sons
 N E W

WHY A big year for joint MD Gibbons 
and his brother David, after they put 
in place an Employee Ownership Trust 
at the 148-year-old print firm. The 
aim is to secure the future for “our family – 
the family being the business”, while 
simultaneously looking after the people 
who work there “because without people 
you’ve got nothing”. Ever forthright, he 
describes the market as “extremely tough". 
On the bright side, Wolves have qualified 
for the knockout stage of the Europa 
League.

45
Paul Hulley  
Clays  
2018 rank 46 U P

WHY Chief executive Hulley has steered 
a steady ship throughout 2019, in 
what has been a changing book 
market. Under his watchful eye, Clays 
has invested £12m in new equipment to be 
able to turn around short runs quickly. 
Known throughout the industry for being 
an excellent leader, colleagues say his 
superpower is humour, which he uses to 
get people on side and to seal the deal.

44
Neil Felton 
Fespa
2018 rank 45 U P

WHY It’s been another whirlwind 12 
months for Fespa CEO Felton who 
oversaw a successful Global Print Expo 
in Munich with visitor numbers up on 
the previous year’s event. Felton leads 
from the front and “enjoys great 
camaraderie with his team". According to a 
source, he also has the ability to take on 
board “important facts about a situation to 
concentrate on the big picture and not be 
distracted by details”.

40
Trevor Janes 
Tesco 
2018 rank 40 S A M E

WHY In 2020, procurement manager 
Janes will rack up an impressive 
quarter-century of service at the 
supermarket behemoth. He started 
out on the bottom rung of the ladder as a 
print operations manager and has fulfilled 
a number of roles over the last 25 years. This 
experience has served him well with one 
former co-worker saying Janes’ 
“knowledge of the print industry is second 
to none”. 
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Full name Company 2018 
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34 Paul Manning Rapidity 84

50 Stephen Docherty Bell & Bain 73

17 Ian Kendall Reflex Group 30

32 Adam Carnell Bluetree Group 42

31 Bachar Aintaoui MBA Group 36

67 Philip Warner Warners Midlands 72

9 Charles Jarrold BPIF 13

2 Robert MacMillan HH Global 5

54 Darren Coxon Pensord 57

8 Chris Murray DS Smith 10

39 James Duckenfield Hobs Group 41

48 Jon Bailey ProCo 50

49 Richard Hunt Global 51

65 Kelly O’Sullivan Sainsbury’s Group 67
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